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were put on them. In the XV-XVII centuries prisons were used not only for their 
direct purpose, but also divided offenders according to their gender, age, a degree 
of their perversity and gravity of punishment. Authorities of last centuries always 
tried to answer a question about the use of prisons: if prisons were to hold 
criminals in isolation from a society or to correct them or both. It led to the 
creation of prison workshops where prisoners worked.
In conclusion I want to say that this book opened a viewpoint of foreign 
authors on the history of development of the system of punishments for me, helped 
me to deepen my knowledge of the problem and now I’m interested in the further 
studying of special literature.
А. М. Непогодина
THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE EDUCATION THEORIES AND 
THEIR PROBLEMS
My speech directs an understanding to the principal contemporary theories 
of education. In particular, we analyze those that, in recent decades, have 
marked thought about what education should be. They generally include an 
analysis of the problems of education and proposals for change. Most are 
accompanied by reflections about the goals o f education, the roles of 
instructors, the place of the student, the scope of course content, and the 
sociocultural relevance of education.
We need to classify educational theories because there are so many that 
it is difficult to understand them and to choose directions and make changes 
in education.
The proposed classification consists of seven categories:
1. Spiritualist; 2. Personalist; 3. Psychocognitive; 4. Technological; 5. Social 
Cognitive; 6. Social; 7. Academic.
The system of classification proposed in my report takes into 
consideration the dizzying evolution of the cognitive and social cognitive
movements and research into the processes of knowing, information 
technologies, and sociocultural didactics.
Finally, it should be noted that any classification only serves to organize 
the confusion and allow us to see characteristic and representative forms.
Spiritualistic Theories. Proponents of the spiritualist theories of education 
focus on the relationship between the self and the universe in a metaphysical 
perspective. These theories are often situated within the "new” sociocultural 
trend, called "New Age," although they are more concerned with the values 
described in often millennial texts. In this spiritualist current we find the 
educational theories of Willis Harman, Constantin Fotinas, Abraham Maslow, 
George Leonard, and Marilyn Ferguson, centered on the so-called spiritual, meta­
physical, or transcendental values.
Personalist Theories. The educational theories grouped in this category 
emphasize the role of facilitator that the teacher should play in relation to the 
students. The teacher should continually focus on the self-actualization of 
the child.
Personalist theories — also called humanist, libertarian, nondirective, 
organic, impulsive, free, or open — are based essentially on notions of self, 
liberty, and personal autonomy.
Psychocognitive Theories. Psychocognitive theories are concerned with the 
development of cognitive processes in the student, such as reasoning, analysis, 
problem-solving, representations, prior conceptions, mental images, etc. The 
foundations of these educational theories are often to be found in the 
cognitivist psychological research that investigated diverse aspects of 
learning.
Most of this research is relying on the impressive capacity of computers 
to process information. Computers can easily manage multiple sources of 
information, whether they are in the form of images, sounds, or text. This 
is what we call hypermedia.
Technological Theories. Technological theories, also called 
technosystemic or systemic, generally focus on improvement of the message 
through the use of appropriate technologies.
Social Cognitive Theories. Social cognitive theories describe the social and 
cultural conditions of teaching and learning. Some theories dwell on the analysis 
of social interactions of cooperation in the construction of knowledge and propose 
a cooperative pedagogy in order to sensitize students to this way of working. 
Others stress the cultural foundations of education and propose that pedagogy 
include the necessary cultural dimension. These theories are thus opposed to the 
cognitive movement — which is rather individualistic — and concerned with the 
very nature of the process of knowing.
Social Theories. Social theories are based on the principle that education 
ought to allow us to resolve social, cultural, and environmental problems.
Academic Theories. Academic theories — also called traditionalist, 
generalist, and classical — focus on the transmission of general knowledge. They 
generally oppose the domination o f specialized education.
In seven cases, the role of the teacher consists of transmitting this 
contents theories and the role of the student consists of assimilating it.
Новикова О. Г.
ECLECTIC METHODS
Many teachers use a mixture of both Indirect and Direct Methods.
Grammar Method is easy for the teacher, but too intellectual an approach for 
the average pupil: it may kill off his enthusiasm for language learning; it gives 
little chance to master spoken language which would be of greater use to him; a 
pupil cannot gain true insight into grammatical rule unless he has previously 
mastered the spoken aspect.
